




Fifth Grade: Hands-On 
Religion

My 
children 
love A Year 
with God!! 
For my 
daughter’s 
birthday party 
we played “Pin 
the Tail on the 
Angel,” “Find 
the Halo,” and 
“Saint Tag.” It was 
not only fun for the 
children, but it was a 
creative way to bring 
the Catholic Faith into 
our daily life and share 
it with our friends as 
well. —The D. Family
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A Year 
with God 
provides 
the largest 
collection 
of activi-
ties, projects 
and materi-
als for living 
and learning 
the faith day to 
day that I have 
seen.…This book 
is bound to be a 
family treasure 
passed on from one 
generation to the next.
—Andrea, NY
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Frequently Asked Questions

    Achievement test results and their interpre-
tation can be somewhat of a mystery, but cer-
tainly not one that is insoluble. Let us examine 
terms, the basis for scores, and those factors that 
infl uence test results.

    Test results are generally recorded as sta-
nines or percentiles. Both stanines and percen-
tiles compare your student’s performance with 
the performance of students all across the na-
tion. Unlike a grade, which tests one student’s 
grasp of a particular subject, stanines and per-
centiles tell how well one student performed 
compared to thousands of other students. 

    For example, if most students across 
the nation missed all the problems on the 
test, those students would still receive 
an ‘average’ score [50th percentile] on 
the test, because the average student 
missed all the problems on the test! 
If your student happened to answer 
a few of the problems correctly, he 
might score at the 70th or 80th per-
centile, indicating that his grasp of 
the subject was well above aver-
age, simply because most stu-
dents across the nation did not 
do as well.

    Stanines are also based 
on averages, with stanines of 
4-6 considered to be within 
the average range.

    Thus, a score around the 50th per-
centile, or a stanine of 4-6, would be an 
average score—well within the norm—
while a score in the 60th percentile or above, 
or a stanine of 7-9, would be considered well 
above average.

    Factors infl uencing test results

    Certainly, a diligent homeschooler, fol-
lowing all the directions and steps in all the 
materials studied over the school year, would 
be expected to do reasonably well on standard-
ized achievement tests. However, a number 
of factors may infl uence test results, includ-
ing age of the test-taker, poor listening skills 
or attention span, self-discipline, motivation, 
blood sugar levels, how the test is adminis-
tered, and length of test [whether the achieve-
ment test is a ‘long form’ or ‘short form’].

    As a general rule, the younger the test 
taker, the greater the possibility for discrepan-
cies between actual daily performance and test 
results, and for discrepancies from one year 
to the next. Younger children don’t attend as 
well as older students, have yet to learn listen-
ing skills, and may not be able to read or in-
terpret directions. A child might score well on 
the achievement tests in 1st grade because the 
person administering the test explains the di-
rections carefully and gives frequent breaks, 
but have lower scores in 3rd grade, because 
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to succeed and 
is in this right 
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much money over 
the course of their 
children’s educa-
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compared to other full 
enrollment programs.
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he had a less diligent administrator, grew tired 
and therefore less attentive as the test wore 
on, suffered from low blood sugar as lunch 
approached, or rushed through that particular 
segment of the test. Any and all of these fac-
tors can lower test scores, even if the student 
actually knows the material. Because these 
are common problems with younger students, 
many states require neither testing nor report-
ing before third grade.

    Children who have good attention spans 
and no diffi culty sitting still for an hour at a 
time at home will do better during test tak-
ing than students who have diffi culty with 
attention span and need to move around 
frequently. This factor is particularly sig-
nifi cant if the student is taking the longer 
form achievement tests. [The advantage 
to taking the longer, more comprehen-
sive form is that the student has a greater 
opportunity to show his abilities. The 
downside is that the test is about twice 
as long as the short form. However, 
the disadvantage to the short form 
is that a momentarily inattentive or 
panicked child, in missing only a 
few problems, might signifi cant-
ly lower his/her score. Think in 
terms of dreaded ‘pop quizzes’ 
of our childhood, where miss-
ing three problems out of ten 
resulted in a C- or D grade; 
had the student missed three 
problems out of twenty, the 
grade would have looked 
much better!]

    Pupils who are highly motivated and 
self-disciplined at home will probably refl ect 
those qualities during testing. Pupils lacking 
those qualities will also refl ect that lack dur-
ing testing.

    Again, children who have completed 
each educational step in lesson plans and 
schoolbooks generally do reasonably well on 
standardized achievement tests. Yet, many 
factors can lower test results, even with the 
brightest students. As a general rule, when a 
child performs well at home but scores lower 
than expected on an achievement test, the 
parent can probably ‘rest easy.’ In cases like 
this, scores generally rise to accurate levels 
when the student is next tested.

    Reporting test results to the state

    Requirements for reporting test results 
vary widely by state. Some states require no 
testing at all, while others require annual re-
ports; many states don’t require reporting be-
fore third grade. For more information on the 
requirements of your specifi c state, you may 
wish to contact your local school district or 
homeschoolers in your area.

For more support, check out chcweb.com! 
Favorite resources include:

Mom-to-Mom Connections

Educating for Eternity E-newsletter

Resource Library of FAQ

Thank you 
so much! 
I love your 
FAQ sec-
tion and have 
received much 
needed support 
and encourage-
ment by reading 
through several of 
the responses. God 
bless you all as well 
as the work you do.
—Brenda, TX


